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this time, because we will have an op-
portunity to do that, hopefully, in the
near future.

| point out that what we are advocat-
ing in the pending legislation is to au-
thorize the storage of waste in a tem-
porary repository in the general area of
Yucca Mountain, where we have al-
ready expended more than $6 billion to
develop a permanent waste repository.
The idea of moving it there and putting
it in temporary storage is simply to al-
leviate the situation in some of our nu-
clear power plants where they have
reached the maximum storage capabil-
ity allowed by their respective States
and State regulations.

My purpose in bringing this up is
simply to note that while we are at-
tempting to move this material and get
the authorization out to the Nevada
test site, where we have had tests for
some 50 years, high-level radioactive
nuclear tests, the issue of moving is, |
think, relative to the reality associ-
ated with when Yucca Mountain re-
ceives certification and licensing, then
the waste will have to be moved and
simply go there. By moving it now, we
simply allow our nuclear industry to
continue to provide the 22 percent of
the power generation until we get the
permanent repository licensed and cer-
tified.

The point is, we will move it sooner
or later. So the question of moving it
safely, while a legitimate point, eludes
the reality that we have to move it.
And whether we move it now or later is
simply a matter of recognizing that the
Government entered into a contract
with the nuclear industry some 14, 15
years ago. The Government has col-
lected about $14 million from rate-
payers over that period of time, and
the Government agreed to take the
waste this year. So the Government is
in violation of its contractual commit-
ment. This is another full employment
act for the lawyers here in Washington
as they represent the various power
companies that are suing the Federal
Government for nonperformance of a
contract to take the waste.

I encourage my colleagues to recog-
nize that while efforts are being made
to put the fear of God into the various
States and communities where the
waste would move, the reality is that
at some point in time we will have to
address the issue. We have been moving
military waste and high-level waste
throughout the country and through-
out the world for many decades and
can certainly do it safely.

I urge my colleagues to evaluate the
merits of reality and recognize the con-
tribution of the nuclear power indus-
try.

| suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the hour of 11:30
a.m. having arrived, the Senate will
now go into executive session to re-
sume consideration of treaty document
105-36.

PROTOCOLS TO THE NORTH AT-
LANTIC TREATY OF 1949 ON AC-
CESSION OF POLAND, HUNGARY,
AND THE CZECH REPUBLIC

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

Treaty document 105-36, Protocols to the
North Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on Accession
of Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic.

The Senate resumed consideration of
the treaty.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I rise in
support of the NATO enlargement pro-
posal of including Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic. I will make a
few comments in that regard.

Many people will say that the cold
war is over and then will continue to
argue that we can now dismantle our
defenses and look inward. | completely
disagree with this assessment. | think
that Secretary Albright, in testifying
before the Armed Services Committee
on April 23, 1997, made the proper
statement in relating this to an insur-
ance policy, saying “If you don’t see
smoke, there is no real reason to stop
paying for fire insurance.”’

Because of President Reagan and his
desire to see the Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics put on the ashheap of
history, the United States no longer
faces the threat of the U.S.S.R. But
this is no time to be complacent. U.S.
interests are still being threatened by
internal political and economic insta-
bilities; the reemergence of ethnic, re-
ligious, and historic grievances; terror-
ism; and the proliferation of nuclear,
biological, and chemical weapons.

However, for nearly 50 years, NATO
has been the organization which has
defended the territory of the countries
in the North Atlantic area against all
external threats and today we have an
historic opportunity to recommit to
this security. | believe we must not
turn our back on this historic oppor-
tunity. We must embrace these new
market democracies and say that the
old ways are gone and that we welcome
them into the free world. Relative
peace should not stop us from being en-
gaged for peace and freedom. | believe
expanding NATO to the Poland, Hun-
gary, and Czech Republic is the best
way to ensure peace and stability.

Over the last few decades, much of
the United States’ focus has been on
the Middle East, the Far East, and
Russia. Throughout history, the United
States has been closely linked to the
stability of Europe. We have been
through two world wars and one cold
war in Europe. However, since the for-
mation of NATO, not one major war or
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aggression has occurred against or be-
tween member states, except for
Argentia’s invasion of the British

Falkland Islands. Adding these three
deserving countries to NATO can do for
all of Europe what it has done for
Western Europe. It can strengthen
emerging democracies, create condi-
tions for continued prosperity, assist in
preventing local rivalries, diminish the
need for an arms buildup and desta-
bilizing nationalistic policies, and fos-
ter common security interests.

Just as important, enlargement will
signal the end of the cold war. It will
further break down the Stalinistic
wall. We will reassure the world that
these once occupied nations are wel-
comed free countries. No longer will we
validate the old lines of Communism
but will begin to secure the historic
gains of democracy in Central Europe.
Unlike, the Warsaw Pact, these coun-
tries are voluntarily wishing to join
NATO, without the coercion or force
from any NATO member.

Not only will the Stalinist wall be
gone, but the acceptance of these three
countries will positively show that the
West will not lock these countries out,
but will lock in Central Europe’s de-
mocracies. Enlargement will promote
multinational defense structures and
prevent the renationalization of these
democracies. Enlargement will fill the
security vacuum created with the fall
of the Soviet Union. If this vacuum is
not filled, there is concern that the
area will begin to divide
nationalistically and Central Europe
could look like the former Yugoslavia.

However, just the possibility of mem-
bership into NATO has given these
countries the incentive to peacefully
resolve many of their border disputes.
Since 1991, there have been 10 major ac-
cords settling differences and much of
this progress is credited to the oppor-
tunity to join NATO. Even if some of
the old disputes arise, NATO member-
ship will help keep the peace, just as it
has done in relation to the problems
between NATO members Greece and
Turkey. | do not believe the United Na-
tions, the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, the Euro-
pean Union, or any other international
bodies have the ability to keep the
peace and promote the stability needed
that NATO can bring to the area.

We all know that there has been
much concern about the Russian re-
sponse to NATO enlargement. The Rus-
sian leaders have been very public in
their displeasure about enlargement. |
believe that this is do in part to their
misperception that the Alliance poses a
threat to Russia’s security, NATO is
not, and never has been an offensive al-
liance. NATO is a defensive alliance
only.

We must respect Russia’s concerns.
But as my respected predecessor Sen-
ator Hank Brown has written,
“[W]orking closely with Russia in an
attempt to allay their concerns makes
sense. Slowing or altering NATO ex-
pansion . . . hands the Russian govern-
ment a veto pen.”’ Like Senator Brown,
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